The 2007 EU Floods Directive explicitly aims at reducing the negative impacts linked to floods
on cultural heritage, by setting out a framework for evaluating and managing flood risks. This
led to the identification of highly flood prone territories.

At the beginning of the 2000s, in relation with the regional administration in charge of cultural
affairs (DRAC Centre), the Loire River Basin Authority compiled an inventory of the floodable
cultural heritage of the central part of the river basin. Carrying on from this work, in 2015 it
continued the initiative by extending it to the entire basin (Loire river and its tributaries), also
by targeting highly flood prone territories (HFPT).
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In addition to the specific partnership with Mission Val de Loire - UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, a steering committee associates the Blue Schield French Committee, the
Ministries of Ecology and Culture, the territorial administations of Indre-et-Loire, Loir-
et-Cher, Loiret and Maine-et-Loire, the regional administration in charge of cultural
affairs, the Heritage and Inventory Department of the Centre-Val de Loire Region and
the Urban Planning Agencies of Orleans, Tours and Angers.

Furthermore, several entities are regularly informed of the operation’s progress: OECD,
UNISDR Europe, UNEP Tourism, European Commission and ICOMOS France.
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